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Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Sir: 

Applicants hereby respectfully request a refund in the amount 0 ^10000 ) This refund is to be 
credited to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. 

Applicants believe that revised 37 C.F.R. § 1.492 allows reduced search and examination fees for 
applications in which the national fee was not filed before December 8, 2004. The above-referenced 
application was filed on December 20, 2004, with a copy of the International Search Report. (A copy of 
the transmittal letter, PTO stamped Serial Number Card and ISR is attached.) Therefore, Applicants 
believe they are entitled to the reduced fee. A duplicate copy of this paper is also attached. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP03/07352 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER ~ ~ " 
Int. CI 7 H01M6/16, H01M6/18, H01M10/40, H01B1/06, C07F19/O0, 

C07F9/26, C07F9/6593, C07F1/02 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

I Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

Int. CI 7 H01M6/16, H01M6/18, H01M10/40, H01B1/06, C07F19/00, 
C07F9/26 f C07F9/6593, C07F1/02 



jDocumentation seardied other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1926-1996 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1994-2003 

Kbkai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-2003 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku Koho 1996-2003 



i Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
JOIS HOSUFAZEN?*RICHIUMOARUKOKISHIDO (in Japanese) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



JP 7-240233 A (Shin-Kobe Electric Machinery Co., 
Ltd.) , 

12 September, 1995 (12.09.95), 
Full text 
(Family: none) 

JP 2001-52736 A (Toyota Central Research And 
Development Laboratories, Inc.), 
23 February, 2001 (23.02.01), 
Full text 
(Family: none) 

JP 2001-338682 A (Sony Corp.), 
07 December, 2001 (07.12.01), 
Full text 
(Family: none) 
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Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international filing 

date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later 
jhan the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken aione 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 
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22 March, 2002 (22.03-02), 
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